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ing the no-fly zone is to say, ‘‘We want you
to understand, we have no intention of per-
mitting you to threaten your neighbors.
We’re going to limit your ability to maneuver.
The box you are in is now a tighter box.’’
I still believe it was the right thing to do.

In terms of northern Iraq, is he in a strong-
er position today? He’s in a weaker position
in southern Iraq and a weaker position to
threaten his neighbors. Yes, he has his army
deployed in areas of northern Iraq that—they
weren’t there a few weeks ago. But I would
remind you, there are a lot of shifting sands
in the Kurdish political scene. And as the
Secretary of State cautioned the Members
of Congress today, if you look at where these
Kurdish leaders are coming out, I think it
is unlikely that there will be any profound,
lasting benefits to him from what he has done
in the north.

I think it is perfectly clear that there are
some significant disadvantages in the south,
in the areas where we have the greatest inter-
ests, including his ability to threaten either
Kuwait or Saudi Arabia.

Q. Sir, Senator McCain said that we would
pay a price for not matching the rhetoric with
action. He was taking issue with——

The President. Well, my rhetoric has
been very careful. I think if you go back and
look at exactly what I said, I think my actions
and my rhetoric have been very closely cali-
brated. I’ve been very careful not to try to
run this up the rhetorical flagpole.

Q. What about Secretary Perry?
The President. Well, I think Secretary

Perry just completed 3 days of hard work in
the region. He got reaffirmations of support
for the United States and our policy in every
nation he visited from a broad range of offi-
cials, and I’m very pleased with the work he
has done these last 3 days.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Patricia Parson, president and
CEO, AmerInd, Inc.

Remarks in Westland, Michigan
September 17, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Well, this is a pretty active crowd, even in
the back there. Can you hear me? Good.
Thank you, Brian Duka. Now, I think he did
a pretty good job. How many of you could
stand up here in front of 10,000 or 12,000
people and do that? Give him a hand. Give
him a hand. That’s great [Applause]

I want to say thank you to the John Glenn
choral group and the marching band. Thank
you for playing and for singing for us. Thank
you, Congresswoman Lynn Rivers, for the
power of your example, for fighting for edu-
cation, including vocational education, for
having a terrific, positive impact in Congress
in such a short time, and for helping me to
fight against the effort to cut education, the
environment, Medicare and Medicaid, fight-
ing against the Government shutdown, fight-
ing against things that would have divided
and weakened this country. You stood strong
for the people of Michigan and the people
of the United States. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Bill Ford, for being here, for
all of the work you did in the 2 years we
shared together, to expand Head Start, im-
prove college loans, open the doors of oppor-
tunity to millions of more young people in
so many different ways. Thank you, Dr.
Moore, Principal Thomas, William Ford Ca-
reer Center Principal Bill Richardson. Thank
you, my good friend Ed MacNamara, the
Wayne County executive.

Thank you, Mayor Thomas. We’re glad to
be in Westland. I understand I am the first
President to come to Westland. I’ll tell you
something folks, they get a good look at you
on the evening news tonight, I won’t be the
last President to come to Westland, I can
promise you that.

I’m glad to be joined today by Barbara
Levin, the wife of Senator Carl Levin, a man
I hope you will send back to the Senate to
work with us. And Representative Carolyn
Cheeks Kilpatrick and Eileen DeHart, thank
you for being here. I want to thank the peo-
ple who showed me around at the William
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Ford Career Center, Dr. Glen Baracy, Bill
Richardson—the principal over there. And
Todd Hoag and Craig Lindberg, an instruc-
tor and a student, who were terrific; I thank
them.

I understand that the John Glenn Rockets
are 2 and 0. Congratulations! I think it is a
great thing—let me say, as a man who is a
friend of Senator John Glenn, I think it’s a
great thing for me to be at this school, named
after one of the great American heroes of
the last 50 years. And I want you to know
that, by pure coincidence, I was in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, with John Glenn yesterday and
believe it or not, aboard Air Force One he
actually wrote me this letter, which I’m going
to give to the high school principal for the
school’s records when I finish.

But I want you to know what it said. I
want to read this letter to you, because it
starts out in the way I would like to start
this talk, anyway. Here’s what John Glenn
said. ‘‘I am particularly sorry I could not
come to Westland today, but I’m sure you
will agree the program is in good hands with
the President. I have been fortunate to re-
ceive some honors in my life, but none have
ever made me more proud than have a school
bear my name. We’ve all been lucky to be
born in a time in our Nation’s history when
many notable things have happened and will
continue to happen. I’ve always been more
than grateful that I’ve been able to partici-
pate in some of those events on behalf of
this great country of ours. To your genera-
tion, the opportunities are boundless and
education is your key. What you are learning
today will enable you to out-distance any-
thing we have ever dreamed of. To every stu-
dent, good luck; I know you will make us
proud. Sincerely, John Glenn.’’

A generation ago, Senator Glenn reached
for the stars and became the first American
astronaut to orbit the Earth. Since then, he
has shown us that the sky is not the limit.

Audience members. Dole-Kemp! Dole-
Kemp!

The President. I don’t blame them for
doing this. They don’t want you to hear the
truth. It would bother them.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Wait, don’t boo them.

Don’t boo them. We’re glad to have them

here, but we recognize free speech. You had
your turn; now it’s mine. And what I want
you to think about today is what was in that
letter John Glenn wrote to you. I want every
American, without regard to age, to have the
opportunity to live up to his or her potential.
To reach that potential, we have to build a
bridge to the 21st century we can all walk
across. And the foundation for that bridge
has got to be the world’s finest education sys-
tem available to all Americans of all ages.

That is more true today than ever before.
As I said when I was working on a book I
wrote recently, I was trying to think of a title
for it, and I remembered a poem that was
read to me when I was in Ireland about
magic points when hope and history come
together. This is such a time.

The 21st century will give more people
more chances to live out their dreams than
any period in human history. Let me just give
you one little example. The United States has
just contracted with IBM to build a super-
computer that will be more calculations in
one second than you can go home and do
on your hand-held calculator in 30,000 years.

The young people in this audience today
will not only be doing jobs that have not been
invented yet, many of you will do work that
has not been imaged yet. If we want that
kind of world to work for all of us, we have
got to build the right kind of bridge, and the
foundation, I say again, is education and edu-
cation for everyone—everyone.

To me, this is part of a simple, but pro-
found strategy: opportunity for all Ameri-
cans; responsibility from all Americans; and
a community in which every American, with-
out regard to race or gender or income or
where you start out in life, who works hard
and shows up every day has a fair chance
to live out their dreams. That is the strategy
we have followed.

Folks, it’s working pretty well. Compared
to 4 years ago, we have the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in 71⁄2 years and 101⁄2 million new
jobs, 41⁄2 million new homeowners. The defi-
cit has gone down for 4 years in a row for
the first time since before the Civil War. The
unemployment rate in Michigan has been
less than 5 percent every month this year for
the first time in a generation. And for the
first time since the 1970’s, it is the United
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States that is producing more cars and selling
more cars than any other country in the
world. Wages are going up for the first time
in a decade. There are 1.8 million fewer peo-
ple on welfare. Child support collections
have gone up 40 percent, and on October
1st, 10 million hard-working Americans will
get an increase in the minimum wage.

We are on the right track for the 21st cen-
tury. But if we want to get there, we’ve got
to stop asking who is to blame and start ask-
ing, what are we going to do together to make
this the country it ought to be for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren?

This bridge I want to build has a lot of
components. We have to have stronger fami-
lies. That’s why I fought for the family and
medical leave law, so you could take a little
time off from work for a baby’s birth or a
parent’s illness without losing your job, why
I fought to give parents the V-chip to control
inappropriate television for their younger
children, why I fought against advertising of
tobacco to young people. It’s illegal in every
State in the country, but it happens every-
where.

It means stronger communities. That’s
why I fought for the poorest communities
in this country to have empowerment zones.
Detroit got one and cut the unemployment
by more than half in only 3 years. We can
turn the cities around with work, work, work,
and education.

I now know some things that I didn’t know
4 years ago about the American people, and
I can tell you I am more optimistic today
than I was the day I took the oath of office.
I am more idealistic today than I was the
day I took the oath of office because I know
today from seeing what’s happened in the
last 4 years there is nothing that you cannot
do if you’re given the tools to do the job,
and that’s exactly what I intend to see done.

I believed 4 years ago that if we put
100,000 police on the street and gave our
police the ability to work with people in com-
munity settings, if we got tougher with seri-
ous criminals and gave our young people
something to say yes to, we could bring the
crime rate down. Well, for 4 years in a row,
the crime rate has dropped in America. And
now, just today, the Justice Department
pointed out that last year the crime rate

dropped 9 percent, the largest drop in a dec-
ade. There are one million fewer victims of
crime than there were a year ago. That is
a good sign for America.

Now, I don’t want to hesitate for a minute
on this. I’m not declaring victory against
crime, I’m just saying we’re moving in the
right direction. And what we need to do is
not to abandon the present course but to
bear down and do more of it, more police
on the street, more criminals and guns and
drugs off the street. We can do that if you
will stay the course.

We’ve got to keep this economy growing
and strong. That means we have to balance
the budget, all right, because that keeps in-
terest rates down. That means lower car pay-
ments. That means lower home mortgage
payments. That means lower credit card pay-
ments. That means businesses can borrow
money at lower rates to hire more people
and raise wages and improve productivity.
That’s important. But we have to do it in
the right way. We don’t have to wreck Medi-
care or Medicaid or turn our backs on edu-
cation or the environment.

We need to invest more money in research
and technology to create those high-wage
jobs for the future, not less. And we need
an aggressive trade policy that opens new
markets.

One of the proudest moments I’ve had as
President of the United States was going to
an automobile showroom in Tokyo and sit-
ting in a car made in the United States of
America for sale.

But let me say again, my friends, we can-
not build that bridge with any of those com-
ponents unless the foundation is world-class
education. We’ve already done a lot to lower
the costs of college loans, create the
AmeriCorps program, which has allowed
50,000 young people to go to college and
serve in their communities, raising standards,
supporting improved Head Start programs
and other things, but there is more we have
to do.

Forty percent of the children in this coun-
try can still not read on their own when they
are in the third grade. I want to mobilize
an army of mentors and reading teachers to
work with our schools and our teachers and
our parents to make sure that by the year
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2000 every 8-year-old can look at a book and
say, ‘‘I can read it all by myself.’’

I want to make sure that every classroom
in this country in every school not only has
computers and teachers trained to help the
students use them but is actually hooked up
to the information superhighway, to the
Internet, to the World Wide Web.

For those of you like me who don’t know
a lot about computers, that may not mean
much, so let me put it in plain language. Let
me tell you what that means. If we hook up
every classroom in America to the informa-
tion superhighway, what it means is this: that
in the poorest inner-city classrooms, in the
most remote rural classrooms and all the
classrooms in between, for the first time in
the history of our country, all of our school-
children will have access to the same learning
at the same level of quality, in the same way,
in the same time as the students in the richest
schools in America. That is achievable, and
we must do it.

I want to make sure that we make at least
2 years of education after high school, in a
vocational center, a community college in a
college—at least 2 years after high school—
just as universal in 4 years as a high school
diploma is today. And we can do that by giv-
ing the American people a $1,500 tax credit
for the typical cost of community college
education, a dollar for dollar reduction for
the cost of the tuition, and we ought to do
it.

I believe that we should give families a
deduction for the cost of college tuition up
to $10,000 for the cost of any education after
high school for people of any age—yes, the
children but their parents, too, if they need
it. We ought to do that.

How has the auto industry come back—
with greater productivity, smarter tech-
nology, and people who are trained to do it.
Technology, education, training, hard work,
and smart work: it all begins with education.

And let me say one of the most important
parts of education is making sure that we tear
down the artificial wall in every school system
in America between what is academic and
what is vocational. I just was in that Bill Ford
Center and I saw those young students, those
young men and women working on those ma-
chines. That’s vocational work. I wasn’t smart

enough to do it. I didn’t know how to pro-
gram those machines. It was academic work
as well as vocational work. It was mind work.
It was smart work. And that is the work of
the 21st century. And we have to support
that work in manufacturing, in services, in
agriculture, and all forms of endeavor.

When I became President, one of the
things that really bothered me was that our
country was the only advanced economy in
the world that didn’t have an organized sys-
tem to make sure that every student—like
Lynn Rivers 21 years ago or Brian today—
that every student who didn’t go on to a col-
lege at least had a chance to continue their
education by blending school and work. We
call it now school-to-work opportunities.

And when I was a Governor, I worked hard
to improve those opportunities, and as Presi-
dent, we have worked hard to give 26 States,
including Michigan, the opportunity to put
employers and educators together to build
a seamless web of people moving from school
to work in the high-wage, high-skilled jobs
that can earn them good incomes.

This is school-to-work week in America.
And today, there are 500,000 students and
105,000 employers and 1,800 schools, includ-
ing both John Glenn and William Ford
Schools that have embraced the school-to-
work opportunities our Nation now offers.
We have to keep going until every school sys-
tem in America and every student in America
has the opportunities I saw your people hav-
ing today. They deserve it, and it will build
our economy.

Brian Duka has a bright future today be-
cause of the education he received here and
because of the work he’s doing now. And we
have to blend education and work for a life-
time. One of the most important proposals
I had that I regret this Congress didn’t pass
that I hope the next one will is to take all
these little training programs the Govern-
ment has and take all the money and put
it in a big block, and when someone is unem-
ployed or underemployed, if they’re qualified
for Federal training help, send them a check
for $2,500 and say, ‘‘You know where the
nearest good training program is. Take your
money there, get the training, find yourself
a job so that if you lose your job, you can
get a better one instead of a worse one.’’
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If we do that for everybody—give every-
body a ‘‘GI bill,’’ a skills grant that will give
them a chance to move from job to job by
going up, not going down—we will strength-
en America’s families and strengthen Ameri-
ca’s economy. Education is for everyone of
every age who needs it, and we have to give
them that.

My friends, in 7 weeks from today, you’ll
get to make a decision about whether to build
a bridge to the future or a bridge to the past,
about whether you believe we’re all in this
together or to use my wife’s term, it takes
a village, or whether you think we’re on our
own. This country always, always, always wins
when we put down the things that divide us,
when we stop fighting, when we stop being
small and we think big and we work together.

We have got to build a bridge to the 21st
century that every single American can walk
across. There is no nation as well positioned
for that century as we are. And all of our
diversity—I look out in this crowd today,
there are people here today from—I can see
at least seven different ethnic groups just
looking out here and I’ll bet many more. That
is a strength for the United States. There is
no country as well-positioned as we are for
this global economy if we will lay the founda-
tion, and it starts with building that bridge
on the finest educational system in the world.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:36 p.m. on the
athletic field at John Glenn High School. In his
remarks, he referred to former Representative
William D. Ford; Dwayne H. Moore, super-
intendent, and Gregory J. Baracy, assistant super-
intendent for general administration, Wayne-
Westland Community Schools; Neil Thomas, prin-
cipal, John Glenn High School; State Representa-
tives Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick and Eileen
DeHart; Bill Richardson, principal, and Brian
Duka, former student, William D. Ford Career
Technical Center; Edward H. MacNamara,
Wayne County executive; and Mayor Robert J.
Thomas of Westland.

Remarks in Flossmoor, Illinois
September 17, 1996

The President. I don’t know how we
could arrange it with the school’s schedule,

but I’d like to take the band and the cheer-
leaders with me for the rest of the campaign.
Sort of rev up the crowd.

Superintendent Murray, Dr. Moriarty,
Board of Education President Blackstone, to
the other distinguished school officials and
teachers who are here. Let me say when I
got off the airplane today at the Air National
Guard terminal in Chicago, I was met by the
colonel there, who said, ‘‘It’s a really wonder-
ful school that you’re going to visit.’’ And he
said, ‘‘I want you to have this flag pin and
these bubble gum cards that those kids made
for children in Bosnia. I want you to know
what kind of a special place H–F is.’’ So
you’ve got a lot of fans out there that you
don’t even know about, and I wanted to
thank you for doing that. I’m honored to be
here.

I want to thank Congressman Dick Durbin
for being here with me today. I want to thank
Sandy Jackson, the wife of your Congress-
man, Jesse Jackson, Jr., for being here with
me today. He’s back in Washington. I want
to thank the students from this school who
came to the White House in 1993 and ’94
to help with our Presidential correspondence
and volunteered to help me answer letters
in a better way to children all across America.
I thank you for doing that.

And I want to say again, congratulations
on winning that Blue Ribbon school award
for the second time. That’s a very special
honor. Thank you for bringing out all these
signs, and thank you for showing up in such
large numbers. There are even people back
there over the hill behind the tent. And I
hope you can hear me back there, but I’m
glad you’re here anyway.

You can’t imagine how beautiful it was to
sit down in the helicopter and to fly down,
and we were all guessing how many of you
were down here and wondering whether you
just really wanted to go take a swim.

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Maybe it’s a little cool for

a swim. I cannot tell you—what? It’s a
biopond? [Laughter] Now, that’s a clever
thing for me to say.

Let me say to all of you, just a few days
ago Hillary and our families, our friends, and
our fellow Democrats were here in Chicago
for our Democratic Convention. It was—I
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